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General information

The Horizon Europe Call “Socio-economic empowerment of the users of the sea” aims at
financing multi- and trans-disciplinary proposals that undertake a thorough analysis of gaps in
ocean literacy, marine environment connectedness like monetary and non-monetary values of
the marine environment, socio-economic vulnerability and resilience (including gender-related)
and preparedness for the social transition of coastal communities and stakeholders in order to
advance understanding of the preconditions and success factors for social transition and nature-
based social innovation.

Proposals should deal with environmental and socio-economic challenges related to coastal
climate adaptation and mitigation, coastal pollution, coastal ecology, coastal habitability and
entrepreneurship, blue spaces and well-being, coastal (eco)tourism and cultural events, coastal
food and energy production and consumption among others. Proposals should identify
opportunities based on coastal ecosystem services and active engagement and participation of
the users of the sea in designing, implementing and maintaining nature-based solutions
(including monitoring activities on the performance and impacts of the solutions), taking into
account cultural heritage aspects where relevant.

Objectives

Project results are expected to contribute to all the following expected outcomes:

= Better understanding of the environmental, socio-economic, behavioural, cultural and
demographic drivers of change for users of the sea in coastal areas is taken into account
by the policy making community.

= Better understanding of the nature connectedness of coastal communities and
preconditions, hurdles and success factors for social transition and nature-based social
innovation inspired the policy making community to take measures.

= Socio-economic resilience and well-being of coastal communities (including gender
related) are measured, understood and enhanced through a properly developed and
established link with coastal ecosystem services and cultural heritage.

* Empowerment of coastal communities and sectors to innovate for the ecological
transition and feel part of it, through a multi-actor approach.

= Design of transition mechanisms and identification of the means to make necessary
changes socially acceptable, that among others may include curiosity-driven citizen
science initiatives and outcomes connected to specific societal and blue bioeconomy-
related socio-economic challenges on coastal climate adaptation and mitigation, coastal




pollution, coastal biodiversity, circularity and sustainability or other aspects of coastal
(eco)tourism and cultural events etc.

= Creation of a well-connected community, involving companies, local businesses, social
innovators, private investors, researchers, citizens and policy makers, which will bring
together on the one hand research actions and results and on the other implementation
actions, new initiatives, and policy developments for their own companies or local
communities.

Link with CMA Goals

Goal II: A competitive, innovative and sustainable blue economy for the Black Sea / Priority 1:
Foster innovative business models, stimulate research and innovation, and sustainable growth
and up-to-date jobs

Deadline for submission

06 October 2021

Project duration

N/A

Financial allocation

6 million euro

Partnership

Bulgaria, Romania, Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine, Turkey

Eligible partners/key conditions

The involvement of sea-based businesses, and economic and local development bodies is
required to implement the multi-actor approach (cf eligibility conditions). Engaging with
managing authorities of European Structural and Investment Funds during the project would help
increase implementation of the project outcomes and support further uptake.

Projects should build on existing knowledge and integrate results from multiple origins, including
other EU, international or national projects. Some cooperation activities with projects financed
under Destination ‘Biodiversity and ecosystem services’ and topics of the Green Deal Call could
be included, as well as with relevant projects from other EU programmes or with relevant EU
initiatives and thematic networks.

This topic should be linked to the Horizon Europe Missions Ocean, seas and waters and
Adaptation to Climate Change including Societal Transformation, the Partnership for a climate
neutral, sustainable and productive Blue Economy, the Biodiversity Partnership or other
partnerships where relevant.

Social innovation is recommended when the solution is at the socio-technical interface and
requires social change, new social practices, social ownership or market uptake.

The possible participation of the JRC in the project will consist of contributing to the analysis of
patterns and practice of participation of local and urban communities into place-based
ecosystems developing integrated sustainable development strategies and action.

Sector of activity

Blue Economy, Blue Skills



http://www.bsec-bsvkc.org/UploadedDocuments/Annex%201%20-%20Common%20Maritime%20Agenda%20for%20the%20Black%20Sea.pdf

Further Info

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-
cl6-2021-communities-01-
04;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=sea;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=0,1,2;statusCodes=310
94501,31094502;programmePeriod=2021%20-
%202027;programCcm2Id=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;missio
n=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateL te=null;startDateGte=n
ull;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orde
rBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
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